
HOLIDAY ORCHESTRA COURSE INFORMATION - EASTER 2023 
WEST ROAD CONCERT HALL, CAMBRIDGE. 
COURSE DIRECTOR: DAVID MINCHIN. 
 
 
Please take your time to read this carefully. It contains important information and together with the Booking Form 
it should cover all you need to know. 
 
STRUCTURE. This course is a 4-day course, running from Monday April 3rd to Thursday April 6th inclusive. 
David has gathered a fantastic team of tutors who offer a wide range of musical experiences. 
Each participant should choose from the Booking Forms the activities they would like to do in each of the three 
morning sessions and/or the afternoon activities. Please note the first three mornings are all the same so the 
children can learn and make progress in their sections - similarly the Training Orchestra in the afternoons, but 
the other afternoon activities are only one or two days each.  Many of the activities require no previous musical 
expertise but where there are musical grade requirements it is very important when booking to observe these. 
Children do not enjoy things that are either too easy or too difficult! The tutors may feel the need to amalgamate 
groups in the interests of ensemble or balance. 
 
BREAKS. Please note, we are very sorry but there is nowhere for children to run about during the breaks, not 
even outside. Children should bring snacks, books, cards, puzzles, electronics...  and we hope they will take the 
time to make some new friends. In any case the two morning breaks are only 20 minutes each. 
During the 50 minute lunch break children who are involved in any of the afternoon activities can stay at West 
Road, bringing their own lunch. However, we need to know the names of all the primary school-aged children 
who will be staying without an adult as we must be certain not to allow them out of the building unaccompanied. 
You can give us this information on the Booking Form. 
 
AFTERNOONS. The main activity in the afternoons is the Training Orchestra. This is for players of orchestral 
instruments of approximately Grade 2 to Grade 5 standard, of any age. On the last day parents and carers can 
join in to share with their children the fun and  inspiration of orchestral playing.  
On Monday there will be one hour of happy singing for 3 to 6 year olds, to give them a little pre-taste of Holiday 
Orchestra. These children must be accompanied by adults. On Tuesday there will be folk music and dancing, 
and on Wednesday there will be one hour of 'Boomwhackers'!  Your children can bring you along to these two 
activities if you would like to take part, or they may attend unaccompanied. 
Meanwhile on Monday and Tuesday afternoons there will be a two-session harp-playing workshop, which sad to 
say is only for children who are already learning the harp. 
   
FINAL DAY REHEARSALS, OPEN REHEARSALS AND PRESENTATIONS. The first three days of the Course 
are all the same but the fourth (Thursday) has a different timetable. Every section has a final rehearsal in the 
morning, plus the orchestra in the early afternoon. At lunchtime the jazz and African djembe drumming sections 
have their own performances in the auditorium. Some instrumental sections are unsuitable for the auditorium 
and are therefore not included in the main Presentation. These are: Gamelan, Folk for Fun, Steel Pans, Harp 
Ensemble (on the Tuesday) and Training Orchestra. However, these sections invite parents and carers to come 
to the last ten/fifteen minutes of each section's last rehearsal (see Thursday's timetable) for a totally informal 
'open rehearsal'. We understand how difficult it can be for parents to attend these, so come if you can but don't 
feel bad if you can't. The  major Presentation later in the day is given by the three string ensembles, three wind 
bands, choirs and the Folk Group, performing for us all the other music from a fabulous Course and showing us 
all the fantastic work they have been doing.  
The timetable for that day, (Thursday 6th) is quite complicated and will be available during the Course and 
emailed to you. Please check it for your child's activities; with so much choice and so many sessions there are 
probably no two children doing exactly the same things. 
Please also, if your child is going to have to miss a Presentation or 'open rehearsal', do let us and their tutors 
know as early as possible so that the tutors can adjust the ensembles accordingly and not spoil the music for the 
other children. 
 
TICKETS. The Presentation is free but we have to have a system for allocating seats. Therefore tickets will be 
available from the desk when we know how many families are involved. There will be a collection of donations 
as you leave, so if you wish to support Holiday Orchestra in this way, please bring some old-fashioned cash! 
Holiday Orchestra is heading back towards financial solvency after Covid but we are not there yet. 
 
PARENT HELPERS. Parent Helpers, with or without musical knowledge, are essential to our organisation. One 
hour or twelve, whatever you can manage, perhaps while your child is busy making music, we are very grateful 
for all you can offer. Most people seem to enjoy the job and to feel part of the team. Tea, coffee and biscuits are 
an added attraction! For further details, see the information with the Booking Form. 



 
HOLIDAY ORCHESTRA AT 70! 2023 represents our Platinum Anniversary! Yes, 70 years since Molly Gilmour 
invited friends of her children into her house to make music together, and that was how it all started. Many 
people in the Cambridge area are proud to have participated, to have discovered the joy of music in their lives, 
and to have passed it on to their children and even grandchildren. We are hoping that 2023 will be a year to 
remember for Holiday Orchestra, so please do join us to give the children the incomparable experience that is 
music, and as our motto says: 'Make Music, Make Friends'!           
 
WHAT TO DO NEXT? Please look at the timetable on the next page, and then fill in either or both of the two 
booking forms.  The morning form is here: 
https://holidayorchestra.co.uk/wordpress_f/online-booking-for-easter-am-2023/ 
And the afternoon form is here: 
https://holidayorchestra.co.uk/wordpress_f/online-booking-for-easter-pm-2023/             
We will update the forms as sessions become fully booked, so in general you should only be able to book 
groups which have spaces, but we’re not always able to do this in real time. 
 
Please then make your payment.  Our bank details, and the address to send a cheque if you prefer, are on the 
acknowledgement screen of the form, and in the automated email which will be sent to you when you press 
Submit. If we do not receive payment within a week or so we do try to check with you before cancelling your 
booking (in case a cheque has gone astray in the post, for example) but we can’t guarantee to do this. 
 
The costs for the morning course are: 
One child: £80 
Two children from the same family: £150 
Three children from the same family: £210 
Each additional child from the same family: £60 
 
The costs for the afternoon activities are: 
Training Orchestra: £35 per child; £10 per adult taking part in the Thursday only 
Harp Ensemble: £15 per child 
Early Years Music Fun: £10 per family (one adult with children aged 3-6) 
Folk, Boomwhackers: £10 per family (at least one child, with or without their adult) 
 
You should receive a semi-automated email within about a week of your payment, confirming the sessions for 
which your child is registered.  If you don’t receive it in that timeframe, feel free to email 
info@holidayorchestra.co.uk to check if there is a problem.  Please read that email carefully, in case any 
sessions became fully booked just before you submitted your form and you need to adjust any plans. 
 
  



    

AFTERNOON Sessions Day Descrip�on/Notes 

Training Orchestra 

14:00-15:30, £35 

Monday – 

Thursday 

For musicians Grade 2-5 who would like to play in an orchestra.  This 

includes those who have limited or no experience of playing in an 

orchestra.  Parents and carers who play an orchestral instrument are 

welcome to take part on the Thursday, for an addi�onal £10 cost 

Harp Ensemble 

14:00-15:30, £15 

Monday – 

Tuesday 

Mul�-level harp ensemble for players of Grade 2 standard and above.  

Explore and enjoy playing with other young harpists. 

Early Years Music Fun  

 14:00-15:00, £10 

Monday A taster session for 3 – 6 year olds, sowing the seeds of good 

musicianship (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc) through songs, games, rhymes, 

and most of all, fun!  
Folk 

14:00-15:00, £10 

Tuesday An a�ernoon playing folk tunes with others with a selec�on of easy jigs, 

reels, polkas and hornpipes played at a leisurely speed. Also, 

demonstra�ons of East Anglian folk dance – including step dancing and 

broom dancing. Music provided, or play by ear!  

Boomwhackers 

14:00-15:00, £10 

Wednesday Create fun pieces of music using colourful tuned plas�c pipes played on 

the floor, hand or each other! Plenty of movement and fun, and even 

some singing in this lively ac�vity for all ages. 

 

MORNINGS SECTION    STANDARD  

Session 1 
09:30-10:30 
 

Training Strings  Learning for 2 terms since September 2022 

Training Wind Band  Grade 1+ 

Choir 1 None, all ages  

Intermediate Jazz  Grade 3+ 

8+ Gamelan 1 None  

Folk Group  Grade 4+  

Djembe African Drumming 1 None  

Steel Pans 1 None  

10:30-10.50 BREAK 

Session 2 
10.50-11:50 

Intermediate Strings  Grade 2+ 

Intermediate Wind Band  Grade 3+ 

Choir 2 None, all ages  

Upper Jazz  Grade 5+ 

Folk for Fun 1 None  

12+ Gamelan None  

Djembe African Drumming 2 None  

Steel Pans 2 None  

11:50-12.10 BREAK 

12:10-13:10 Upper Strings  Grade 4+ 

Upper Wind Band  Grade 4+ 

Choir 3 None, all ages  

8+ Gamelan 2 None  

Folk for Fun 2 None  

Steel Pans 3 None  

Djembe African Drumming 3 None  

13:10-14:00 Lunch Time 


